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Towa.lrds a Decolonial Mode] through Jatra
Rabindranath Tagore and His Theatre

“ Arnab Chatterjee

Abstract:

. - o-lt-'abgootl:fi::fz:z Is not only marked by innovative experimentations
m'lC'm : c.:or_nent but also by a search for indigenous model.
His idea ofswa:’ies. samaj dlrecu.:d him to come up with a swadesi form of
tl?ealre beyond the power-politics of Western realistic theatre. The
mnetc‘:ent.h century Bengal theatre was primarily a colonial import that
marginalised a t‘ll.lml.)er of folk performances like jatra, kirtan, pancharas
and many other indigenous non-dramatic folk arts like kathakatha. The
whole idea of theatre was Western, urban and elite. Tagore did not like the
Eurocentrism of theatre in India and envisaged and brought an alternative
decolonised model. One of the strategies of decolonising the theatre was
his use of folk forms of performance and folk culture. Tagore adopted
constituent elements from jatra to arrive at a decolonial model of theatre
where the material conditions of production and reception of texts wouldn’t
be determined by the coordinates of Western realism. Did Rabindranath
seek within the jatra a projection of his own version of an ideal folk
literature? How did jatra conform to his ideology of theatre? How did he
reinvent the jatra form to suit his programme of decolonisation? This paper
will critically try to respond to these questions.
decolonisation, folk, swadesi samaj

Tagore’s idea of swadesi samaj pitted against tht" belligerent and
jingoistic form of Western nation-state had a prof9und lnfluer_\ce-on the
ways he conceptualised his theatre. The ideological und.erpmnmgs' of
atmashakti were smoothly translated into the dramaturglcallthfaatncal
innovations and experiments because he was not l_nerely a playwright but
also an actor, producer and director. As 'a colonial subjec't, Tatgore \::ils
thinking of possible spaces of decolonisation that can r_epudxateh Z n::n :
of power relations between the coloniser and the colonised. He had startes
to put forward a decolonial space through two ke.y conce};;fs-Bone 1lsi
atmashakti and the second is the regeneration of the villages. His Benga
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The Acesthcetic and the Philosophical Musings on IDeath=
A Study of Rabindranath Tagore®s 7/he Poss Cffice i

Aarmab Chatterjec
Abstract:

widely interpreted as a symbolic play. Tagore’s Dakglfrar translated as

The Post Orfice,. seems to centre around the idea of death with a very

complex and profoundly philosophical reflection. Without mentioning a
clear reference to “death’”, the play imparts the sense of mystery enveloped
in every human mind regarding the idea of death. By the time 77e FPosr
Orfice was written Tagore was already a very mature artist and went
through the experience of strings of personal bereavements beginning
with the death of his sister-in-law . Kadamvari. My endeavour here is not
to analyse how the birth of Tagore, the artist is intimately associated with
the death of his sister-in-law but to look at his philosophical concerns on
death in 7#e FPosr Office. The play not only appealed to the readers and
audiences of the East as well as the West but also invites us to engage
with the philosophical debates on death from both the Western and the
Eastern traditions. What is interesting is how the responses 1o death has
been captured through the divergent voices. The voice of Madhav riddled
with anxiety and despair for death is in stark contrast with the wvoice of
the Royal Physician that speaks of the possibilities of deliverance. As the
play revels in the interplay of light and darkness swirling around death.
it does not provide a clear answer to the question of death and death till
the end of the play remains a question. The paper extensively draws upon
Emmanuel Levinas® idea of death as he moves beyond the Heideggar’s
position of *being -in-the world” and refuses to keep aside the possibility
of the’ infinite’. It will also try to look at the philosophy of death through
the lens of Upanishads which immensely influenced Tagore. Tagore rejected
the vayvanaka rasa and sharrfa rasa usually associated with death and
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PRACTICING PARADIPLOMACY IN INDIA:
ROLE OF BORDERING STATE IN INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY

Arpan Sarki

I diately after its indep e, India as sovereign actor had to navigate the troublesome water

of international politics that characterized with the then bipolar competition and conflict (of power
politics) which often compelled to face challenging and turbulent world beyond its geographical
frontier: The world in mean time had witnessed a devastating war and was grappling with issues of
reconstruction. With its first failure of league of nation, world was yet on another attempt to establish
an inter I body for | peace and security .Many new countries were
emerging as a result of the collapse of colonialism; and most new nations were trying to come to terms
with the twin challenges of welfare and democracy. Free India’s foreign policy reflected all these

g inter

concerns in the period i diately after Indep

Introduction

The study of foreign policy has witnessed
significant amount of advancement during the last
few decades. The reasons lies both in changes at the
level of the state and international system, and in
political and economic developments within regions
themselves. Globalization and the rise of transnational
regimes, especially regional trading areas, have
eroded the distinction between domestic and foreign
affairs and by the same token have transformed
the division of responsibilities between state and
subnational governments.' Termed “paradiplomacy,”
was first proposed in 1990 by the American scholar
John Kincaid, who outlined the foreign policy role for
local and regional governments within a democratic
federal system.? The term Known paradiplomacy
variously called as ‘state diplomacy’, ‘continent
diplomacy’, ‘regional diplomacy’, and ‘subnational
diplomacy’. As opposed to the advocating of
conventional diplomatic relations that fall under
the exclusive domain of sovereign nation states
exercised by central governments, paradiplomacy—a
neologism—makes space for external relations
of subnational or federal units that might indulge
themselves in international activism in order to
promote their own interests.? Historically, the study

of paradiplomacy owes its origin to the study of
federalism. Beginning in the 1970s, the study found
its roots in case studies conducted on the federal units
of Canada, Australia and the United States. Scholars
specializing in the study of federalism were the ones
who sought to examine the impact of paradiplomacy
on federalism and intergovernmental relations.*
Though practice of paradiplomacy also finds its place
in non-federal countries (such as in china), until today
this federalist dimension has played a leading role in
studies on paradiplomacy. In Indian case, the practice
of paradiplomacy did not sought much attention until
1990 mainly due to the so called domestic dimension
strongly backed by constitutional division of powers
between union and state government. The constitution
of India constitution does not provide any power to
regional (state) government to work in foreign policy
space which often led to critical discourses as the
states government has sought to have more influence
in foreign policy-making after 1990 due to twin factor
One 1s rise of coalitions in Indian politics and another
is the introduction of neoliberal reforms in the Indian
economy.

Praxis of Paradiplomacy, Foreign Policy Making
and Constitutional Prerogatives in India:-

Foreign policy canno longer be thought of simply

Dr. Arpan Sarki, Assistant Professor; Harishchandrapur College, University of Gour Banga (West Bengal)
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Writing Back Through Travel: A Study of The Travels of Mirza
Abu Taleb Khan

Arnab Chatterjee
Assistant Professor of English, Harishchandrapur College, Pipla, Malda
Email address: arnabehia@gmail.com

Abstract
Mirza Abu Taleb Khan who travelled to England from 1799-1802 is one of the early Indians who
participated in what Michael Fisher calls 'counterflows to culomalnsm and recorded his experience in the
form of a travelogue. Taleb's Trovels forcgrounds how a col d subject from the periphery tries to
understand and negotiate with the litan centre that attempted to dominate and control the Other.
It is pertinent to explore the cultural dhlque initiared by a ‘contact zone' formed through the travel of an
Indian. The oriental traveller who was both the gazer and the gazed, came up with a highly complex gaze
that created a version of what Mary Louise Pratt calls ‘autoethnography’ and a space for ‘transculturation’.
Taleb's entry in print culture through writing a logue seems highly significant beuusehe tried Lo wriu:
buklmndldmlmn‘lhnphydmmmlpaﬂm(hr— lidation of by
the cultural topography as well as the flora and fauna of the Other. The travel of the “Persian Prince in
London’ problematized an important binary created by colonial di Britain's mobility as opposed to
the stasis of the Other. Though Taleb accepted some of the binaries created by the Orientalist discourse,
there are areas where he refused to accept the superiority of the British culture First published in 810, The
Travels of Mirza Abu Taleb Khan in Asia, Africa and Europe during the years 1799-1803 bnnp out the
dialectic of the acceptance and rejection of the dominant metropolitan culture. He admired the science and
lcchnolo[y of Britain, their education system and law. He also sharply criticized the British as proud,
non-religi luxurious and lazy and his criticism of British culture provides a strong
sense of ponmlonhl resistance. He debunked the empirical codes of Furopean travel writing by positing
the worldview of the Other through the form of ‘safarnama’. This paper attempts to critically locate Taleb's
text as an ‘authocthnographic expression’ and the problematic position of an Indian traveller who can
question empire and also serve the interest of empire by teaching oriental languages to the colonial
masters.

Keywords: contact zone, autoethnography, transculturation, colonial discourse, postcolonial resistance

Postcolonial criticism has paid considerable attention to bring out how the European travel
narratives played a significant role in the development of the process of the discursive production
of knowledge and perception about non-European territories. It gradually extended its scope to
include non-European travelogues in the wake of imperialism and a critical focus on the travellers
from non-Western countries to the West has opened up new avenues in postcolonial thought as
travel writing is much about imagining the other as about inscribing the self. Indian travellers
created a body of knowledge about themselves and their homelands which often countered the
British orientalist representations of Indians. This paper attempts to look at Abu Taleb's The
Travels of Mirza Abu Taleb Khan in Asia, Africa and Europe during the years 1799-1803 to critically
engage with the Indian responses to the process of colonization, his direct self-representation in

© AesthetixMS 2020. This Open Access article is published under a Creative Commons Artribution Non-Commercial
40 lnnnnllﬂul License (hrtp: Ilrmuimmxmlﬂkmlby«lq.ol) which pumlts non-commercial re-use,
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ve Modernist Aesthetics: A Study

‘ ti
: of an Alternd The King of the Dark Chamber

. ;c:t:icndranath Tagore’s
o Arnab Chatterjee

ion to the highly experimental dramaturgy of

very few scho?rsopr:y:tt:;‘-:;'f;: truly ‘mﬁdem‘ in Tagorean sense as he

pabindranath agbc modem is to be self-reliant. If experimentation in

believed that ::jes of representation is the defining feature of modernism,
s Of e ny!s theatre is a truly ‘modern’ theatre. Were Tagore’s
then .Tago:;ions grafted under the rubric of the Western modernist
cxpm:-':::g Did he come up with an alternative version of modemism
::ds::: lin ;pirit? Did he decolonize the culture of theatre in India through

an alternative facet of modernism and theory of performance? This paper
will attempt a critical response to the aforementioned questions with

close textual analysis of Rabindranath Tagore’s The King of rhe. Dark
Chamber (1910) which is often deemed as a ‘soul-drama’. This p!ay
refuses to submit to any category and is marked by pluralit.y of mean.mg
instead of providing the singular authority of monopolizmg'meamng.
Sisirkumar Ghose rightly comments: “he (Tagore) has been hailed as the
father of modern Indian stagecraft (Svakiya natyadarshan o
manchabhavana)” (61).

1910 is a very important date not merely in the context of the discussion
on modernism but in Tagore’s career with his negotiations betvo{een. ge'nres
s we see the emergence of his three texts Raja, Gora and Gitanjali. Hei
wrote the personal lyric, the allegorical play and the sociq—cultural novef
in the same year. By this time the Western thinkers posited a sense :d
fupture within the self and lamented over the nature of fr.agment
eXistence of modemn life marked by urban ennui. In her oﬁ-c:fed t’;s:);
“Mr. Bennett and Mrs Brown” (1924) Virginia Woolf declared ™ -
s ' R
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A STUDY OF MANAGEMENT APPROACH TO NAXALITE MOVEMENT IN
WEST BENGAL: POTENTIAL AND PROBLEM

Arpon Sarki

1t has been rightly postulating that history plays a tremendous role in guiding the destiny of a nation.

At its worst, it does so through savage wars only to prove the futility of all the wars. At one end some
are calling it as the greater threat to the internal security of India, on the other end many concerned
citizens think that the Naxalite movement is the manifestation of a deeper social malaise, that is to
say, the collapse of good governance backed by corruption, lack of accountability, etc. The lefi-wing
revolutionary movements whose constituent groups are known as Naxalites have been active in India
since 1967. This movement marked a profound influence on Indian history and culture, which initially
(in 1967s) started by sketching up of alternative society by eliminating the class society.

Introduction

The society that embraces democratic values
has a fundamental and constitutional responsibility
to address contentious and conflictual issues more
pragmatically and peacefully because democracy
by its very essence actively promotes differences by
encouraging diverse opinion, ideas, political culture,
the development of various public policies that
advantage to some section while inimical to others.!
The expert group set up by Planning Commission
(2006) on topic entitled “Development issue to deal
with the cause of discontent, unrest and extremism”
define Naxalism as “a political movement with a
strong base among the landless and poor peasantry
and Adivasis” which, “in its day to day manifestations
support base is seen as “basically a fight for social
justice equality protection and local development.™

Continuity  and  discontinuity,  though
contradictory, have so far remained an inseparable
characters of the Naxalite conflict in India.> Many
major challenges emerge and that too with attributes
of dynamism that it embraces with space and time.
The institution of conflict management in the state
of West Bengal is a story of both successes and
failures. The Naxalite movement in West Bengal

serves as pertinent case studies for the process of
conflict management in the Indian context, especially
in recent times. There has always been a kind of
critical discourse regarding the question of whether
it is appropriate to consider violent movement which
aspires to capture state power violently or should they
be addressed peacefully and pragmatically

Naxalite movement in West Bengal since 2004

In 2004 the PWG* and MCC? has merged to boost
up for the overall condition of Naxalite movement
across the different regions of the various state in
India including Junglemahal region of West Bengal.
K.P.S. Gill, former DGP of the State of Punjab and
former president of Institute for Conflict Management
argue that the “state denial, appeasement, and
progressive error; paralysis in the face of rising
Naxalite violence,” which allowed the group to spread
its operations further into Bengal. The Jungalmahal
region provides the scope and opportunity in terms of
fertile geographically advantages for carrying out the
Naxalite activities and as a result of which region has
turned out as the hotbed of Naxalite activities from
2008 onward till May 2011.

Annual Fatalities in Left-wing Extremist
Violence in West Bengal: 2005-2019

Mr: Arpon Sarki, Assistant Professor; Harischandrapur College, University of Gour Banga, Pipla, Malda (West Bengal)
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India-Bangladesh Relation since 2009

Arpon Sarki*

[Both India and Bangladesh share unique geography, long history of common culture, language,
ethnicity and many other commonalities. One can say that it is not just strategic partnership but
way beyond that on line of equality and trust. Both India and Bangladesh, as independent sovereign
actors, try to maintain greater connectivity and maintaining harmonious relations with each
other and these are vital factors for promoting peace and economic progress through mutual
partnerships. Mutual cooperation and partnership have become more relevant factors than before

in a contemporary globalised world.]

ndia-Bangladesh relationship comes out of
I:ﬁmory that both the countries share. Since

he creation of Bangladesh in 1971, India has
stood with Bangladesh through thick and thin.
Bangladesh and India are South Asian neighbours.
India was the first country to recognize
Bangladesh as a separate and independent state
and established diplomatic relations with the
country immediately after its independence in
December 1971.!

Undoubtedly, both countries understand that
prosperity of a nation lies in its ability to integrate
with each other in areas of mutual cooperation
and assistance. Since its inception in 1971 as
separate entity in international politics,
Bangladesh’s relationship with India has
experienced several vicissitudes and
demonstrated the fact that under democratic
regimes in Dhaka, mutual ties have improved
considerably. The relationship is having an
upward curve since 2009. The end of martial
law in Bangladesh with the holding of 2009
elections and ushering in of a democratic
government have definitely a better sign and
opportunity for India to rebuild the friendship
that encompasses the wide range of areas of
common interests and also to address issues of
genuine mutual concern in a purposeful and
focused manner that builds on the commonalities
of the both country.

Even the present government in New Delhi under
its election manifesto (i.e., The Bhartiya Janata

12

Party Election manifesto) released at the
crescendo of the 16th Lok Sabha elections, bore
the imprimatur of its prime ministerial candidate
Narendra Modi and emphasized the centrality of
India’s neighborhood in its foreign policy. It
asserted that “political stability, progress and
peace in the region are essential for South Asia’s
growth and development” and promised that the
government would “pursue friendly relations” in
the neighborhood.” This could be discerned in
the high level visits to Bangladesh, Nepal, and
Bhutan among others, within the first 100 days
of the government assuming office and that
signaled a strong push toward reviving bilateral
ties with neighbouring countries.

Bilateral Visits

India foreign policy toward its immediate
neighbours is mostly based on one main
imperative, New Delhi wishes its neighbour to
keep Indian interest in the mind when it deals
with its immediate neighbour and same can be
applied to India’s relations with Bangladesh.
India has continued to constructively engage with
Bangladesh on a broad spectrum of bilateral
issues since 2009. With the return of Awami
League under the Prime Ministership of Sheikh
Hasina the bilateral relations have improved and
are showing positive trends.

This relationship is based on vision of working
together in partnership based on mutual trust,
respect, and shared political interests and durable
foundation of this friendship continues to be
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